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Will Apple’s new MP3 utility revolutionise the way we listen to music? Launched at January’s Mac Expo,
and now at version 1.1, iTunes has all the tools you need for customising your CD collection.

With drag-and-drop ease, iTunes will enable you to arrange and listen to music of any type including MP3, AIFF, or radio stations broadcasting over the Internet as audio streams.

hank goodness for progress!
When Apple introduced the
Mac all those years ago, it
came bundled with MacWrite

and MacPaint, inventing desktop publishing
in the process. But now in 2001, with the
introduction of this year’s new G4 Macs
comes a piece of software which could see

the Mac kick-start music on the Web, just
as it did for DTP. And, crucially, iTunes is also
available free.

There are four main parts to iTunes.
Obviously, the main part is the Player. But it
does more than that – it’ll also play MP3,
AIFF, even WAV (a Windows format) files
from your hard disk. And since MP3s can

contain extra information, there’s an
expanded window – but it’ll still shrink
down into a window the size of the
AppleCD player.

iTunes also performs the very necessary
task of organising your now potentially
massive music collection, by scanning your
disk for MP3 files and putting them in its

When you first insert a CD into your Mac, iTunes will
query CDDB.com for track and artist information, if
you’re online.

1 It’s easy to create and name a new playlist, where
iTunes will store the downloaded track information
including the artist and album name.

2 Now just play! In addition, apart from setting the
speaker volume, you can alter the volume for any
playlisted song and set times for playback.

3

Tutorial 1: Information gathering
iTunes can get information on almost any CD, instantly, from on-line sources

T

iTune turn on
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Your CD will appear in the Source window on the
left. Firstly, select the tracks that you want to
encode in iTunes’ main screen.

1 Select Custom from the Advanced preferences
menu, select 64Kbps, then click OK to convert the
required files to MP3 format.

2 Plug in your portable MP3 player. It will appear in
the Source list, on the left of the main screen – and
drag the files to the player icon.3

Tutorial 2: Big, yet portable
iTunes enables you to customise encoding rates, which is handy for fitting 64MB of MP3 files – approximately an hour’s

worth of music – onto the standard 32MB MP3 player.

Open iTunes and make a playlist of the MP3 files
from your music library that you want to burn onto
your CD.

1 Toast Deluxe and the cut-down version that ships
with most CD writers will create audio CDs. Select
the Audio CD format from the list of options.

2 Select the tracks from the playlist and drag-and-
drop them straight on to the Toast window. From
here you can burn the audio CD.

3

Tutorial 3: Burning (via) Toast
iTunes 1.1 can support a range of external CD writers, although some models still won’t be recognised. But you can still burn audio CDs from your iTunes music

collection by using Adaptec’s Toast to make a CD that will play in a regular CD stereo set up.

Library. Playlists are sub-sections of all your
Library files. Group your music files into
categories – anything you like – and you’ve
got your own virtual compilation albums.
You are a little limited as a playlist can’t
have folders in it, but a clever Search facility
makes up for this.

Users of SoundJam (which iTunes is
based on) may see some omissions as well
as additions. Biggest is the lack of graphic
equaliser – the little digital waveforms are
merely pretty rather than useful. Some
users may bemoan the lack of skins and,
yes, the brushed aluminium look is wearing
a bit thin.

Make mine MP3
Making your own MP3 files – something
not possible in many of the shareware
products available for the Mac – is perhaps
the key to iTunes. The MP3 format works by
reducing the size of music files tenfold,
throwing away unnecessary information.

iTunes’ lowest compression setting is Good,
but at 128Kbs this is in fact more than
adequate as you’ll get around 250 songs
per gigabyte of disk space.

When you run out of disk space, iTunes
enables you to burn your MP3s onto a CD,
around 150 tracks at a time. One clever
feature of the package is its ability to set a
song’s volume independent of the system
setting. This carries through to the burning
of CDs, which is a real godsend as MP3s
often vary greatly in level. Apart from that,
as with Toast, you can make completely
customised audio CDs.

There are lots of neat little extras which
will widen the appeal of the package –
psychedelic displays in Visuals, the link to
CDDB for CD information, or access to
hundreds of streaming Internet radio
stations via Kerbango. So, if you’re bored
with your record collection, get yourself a
free copy of  iTunes and make your musical
possibilities just about infinite. MF

Download more music to supplement your collection from
these useful Web addresses.
http://til.info.apple.com/ (information on iTunes)
www.macfixit.com/reports/itunes.shtml – troubleshooting
hints
www.macintouch.com/itunes3.html – user reviews/tips
www.vitaminic.co.uk – “name” acts, new bands, plus classical,
jazz, you name it, it’s here
www.napster.com/www.macster.com – the most important
MP3 sites. Napster is currently relaunching its service on a fee-
paying basis after its recent court battles
www.kerbango.com – streaming Internet radio
www.peoplesound.co.uk – Specialises in UK unsigned acts
www.popwire.com – all musical styles, but prides itself in
getting small acts record deals
www.live365.com – more Web radio stations
www.mp3.com – granddaddy of free internet music
www.epitonic.com – American and very alternative
www.emusic.com – latin, country, blues, dance as well as
alternative, charged at 99c/track

WHERE TO GO NEXT: MP3 URLS

iTunes’ control window will shrink to this small interface, which offers the basic features of volume control,
play/stop, and skip forward and back, saving space on your Desktop.

Burn your music onto CD directly from iTunes to the Mac’s internal CD burner.

MF102.itunes  5/3/01  11:29 am  Page 49


